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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD PROVIDING A
VIRTUAL PRIVATE CLUSTER

PRIORITY CLAIM

The present application is a continuation-in-part of U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 14/590,102, filed Jan. 6, 2015,
which is a continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No.
11/276,852, filed Mar. 16, 2006, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,930,536,
issued on Jan. 6, 2015, which claims priority to U.S. Provi-
sional Application No. 60/662,240 filed Mar. 16, 2005, the
contents of which are incorporated herein by reference in
their entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present disclosure relates to clusters and more specifi-
cally a system and method of creating a virtual private cluster.

2. Introduction

The present disclosure applies to computer clusters and
computer grids. A computer cluster can be defined as a par-
allel computer that is constructed of commodity components
and runs commodity software. FIG. 1 illustrates in a general
way an example relationship between clusters and grids. A
cluster 110 is made up of a plurality of nodes 108A, 108B,
108C , each containing computer processors, memory that is
shared by the processors in the node and other peripheral
devices such as storage discs connected by a network. A
resource manager 106A for the node 110 manages jobs sub-
mitted by users to be processed by the cluster. Other resource
managers 106B, 106C are also illustrated that can manage
other clusters (not shown). An example job would be a
weather forecast analysis that is compute intensive that needs
to have scheduled a cluster of computers to process the job in
time for the evening news report.

A cluster scheduler 104 A can receive job submissions and
identify using information from the resource managers 106 A,
106B, 106C which cluster has available resources. The job
would then be submitted to that resource manager for pro-
cessing. Other cluster schedulers 104B and 104C are shown
by way of illustration. A grid scheduler 102 can also receive
job submissions and identify based on information from a
plurality of cluster schedulers 104 A, 104B, 104C which clus-
ters can have available resources and then submit the job
accordingly.

Several books provide background information on how to
organize and create a cluster or a grid and related technolo-
gies. See, e.g., Grid Resource Management, State of the Art
and Future Trends, Jarek Nabrzyski, Jennifer M. Schopf, and
Jan Weglarz, Kluwer Academic Publishers, 2004; and
Beowulf Cluster Computing with Linux, edited by William
Gropp, Ewing Lusk, and Thomas Sterling, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, 2003.

FIG. 2 illustrates a known arrangement 200 comprising a
group of computer clusters 214, 216, 218 consisting of a
number of computer nodes 202, 204, 206, each having a
group of memory disks, swap, local to the computer itself In
addition, there can exist a number of services that are a part of
that cluster. Block 218 comprises two components, a cluster
202 and a storage manager 212 providing network storage
services such as LAN-type services. Block 218 illustrates that
the network storage services 212 and the cluster or object 202
are organized into a single and independently administered
cluster. An example of this can be a marketing department in
a large company that has an information technology (“IT”)
staff that administers this cluster for that department.
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Storage manager 212 can also communicate with nodes or
objects 204 in other clusters such as are shown in FIG. 1.
Block 216 shows a computer cluster 204 and a network man-
ager 210 that communicate with cluster 204 and can impact
other clusters, shown in this case as cluster 202 and cluster
206.

Block 214 illustrates a computer cluster 206 and a software
license manager 208. The license manager 208 is responsible
for providing software licenses to various user applications
and it ensures that an entity stays within bounds of its nego-
tiated licenses with software vendors. The license manager
208 can also communicate with other clusters 204 as shown.

Assuming that computer clusters 214, 216 and 218 are all
part of a single company’s computer resources, that company
would probably have a number of IT teams managing each
cluster 216, 214, 218. Typically, there is little crossover or no
crossover between the clusters in terms of managing and
administration from one cluster to another other than the
example storage manager 212, network manager 210 or
license manager 208.

There are also many additional services that are local and
internal to each cluster.

The following are examples of local services that would be
found within each cluster 214, 216, 218: cluster scheduling,
message passing, network file system auto mounter, network
information services and password services are examples of
local services shown as feature 220 in block 214. These
illustrate local services that are unique and locally managed.
All of those have to be independently managed within each
cluster by the respective IT staff

Assuming that a company owns and administers each clus-
ter 218, 216 and 214, there are reasons for aggregating and
partitioning the compute resources. Each organization in the
company desires complete ownership and administration
over its compute resources. Take the example of a large auto
manufacturing company. Various organizations within the
company include sales, engineering, marketing and research
and development. The sales organization does market
research, looking at sales, historical information, analyzing
related data and determining how to target the next sales
campaign. Design graphics and rendering of advertising can
require computer processing power. The engineering depart-
ment performs aerodynamics and materials science studies
and analyses. Each organization within the company has its
own set of goals and computer resource requirements to make
certain they can generate its deliverables to the customers.

While this model provides each organization control over
their resources, there are downsides to this arrangement. A
large cost is the requirement for independent I'T teams admin-
istering each cluster. There is no opportunity for load balanc-
ing where if the sales organization has extra resources not
being used, there is no way to connect these clusters to enable
access by the engineer teams.

Another cause of reduced efficiency with individual clus-
ters as shown in FIG. 1 is over or under restraining. Users who
submit jobs to the cluster for processing desire a certain level
of response time according to their desired parameters and
permissions. In order to insure the response time, cluster
managers typically must significantly over-specify the cluster
resources to get the results they want or control over the cycle
distribution. When a job is over-specified and then submitted
to the cluster, often the job simply does not utilize all the
specified resources. This process canleave a percentage of the
resources simply unused.

What is needed in the art is a means of maintaining cluster
partitions but also sharing resources where needed to improve
the efficiency of a cluster or a group of clusters.
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SUMMARY

Additional features and advantages of the disclosure will
be set forth in the description which follows, and in part will
be obvious from the description, or can be learned by practice
of the herein disclosed principles. The features and advan-
tages of the disclosure can be realized and obtained by means
of the instruments and combinations particularly pointed out
in the appended claims. These and other features of the dis-
closure will become more fully apparent from the following
description and appended claims, or can be learned by the
practice of the principles set forth herein.

Those who manage clusters or submit jobs to clusters want
to be able to control the clusters’ resources in an efficient
manner. There was previously no mechanism to soft partition
a cluster or a group of clusters to provide managers with the
control they want without giving them a whole lot of addi-
tional overhead. Most users do not care how their cluster is set
up as long as the resources are available to process submitted
jobs and they have the desired level of control.

The present disclosure addresses the deficiencies in the
prior art by providing a system and method of establishing a
virtual private cluster out of a group of compute resources. In
one aspect of the disclosure, the group of compute resources
can be viewed as a group of clusters. In order to address the
deficiencies in the prior art, the present disclosure introduces
steps to create and utilize a virtual private cluster. The method
includes aggregating compute resources across the group of
compute resources and can be implemented by a computer
processor. This step can comprise two levels, a first level of
aggregating multiple resources of the same type and a second
level of aggregating resources of distinct types. Aggregating
multiple resources of the same type would typically indicate
pulling together compute hosts that are possibly connected
across multiple networks (or clusters) and aggregating those
as though they were one giant cluster. The second type of
aggregating involves resources of various types. For example,
the second type can involve aggregating compute resources
together with network resources, application or license man-
agement resources and storage management resources.

The method next includes establishing partitions of the
group of compute resources to fairly distribute available com-
pute resources amongst a plurality of organizations and pre-
senting only partitioned resources accessible by each organi-
zation to users within each organization, wherein the
resources presented to each is the virtual private cluster. In
this manner, aggregating, partitioning and presenting to auser
only his or her soft partitioned resources enables a more
efficient use of the combined group of clusters and is also
transparent to the user while providing the desired level of
control over the virtual private cluster to the user.

Various embodiments of the disclosure include systems,
methods and computer-readable media storing instructions
for controlling a computing device to perform the steps of
generating a virtual private cluster. A tangible computer-read-
able medium excludes energy, signals per se, and a wireless
interface.

Applicants note that the capability for performing the steps
set forth herein are contained within the source code filed with
the CD in the parent provisional application. For example, a
resource scheduler or cluster-workload manager can estab-
lish reservations for jobs and virtual private clusters within a
compute environment through a resource manager.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order to describe the manner in which the above-recited
and other advantages and features of the disclosure can be
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obtained, a more particular description of the principles
briefly described above will be rendered by reference to spe-
cific embodiments thereof which are illustrated in the
appended drawings. Understanding that these drawings
depict only typical embodiments of the disclosure and are not
therefore to be considered to be limiting of its scope, the
principles herein are described and explained with additional
specificity and detail through the use of the accompanying
drawings in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates the context of the invention by showing a
prior art organization of clusters and a grid;

FIG. 2 illustrates a prior art arrangement of clusters within
a company or organization;

FIG. 3 illustrates an embodiment of the present disclosure;
and

FIG. 4 illustrates a method embodiment of the disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Various embodiments of the disclosure are discussed in
detail below. While specific implementations are discussed, it
should be understood that this is done for illustration pur-
poses only. A person skilled in the relevant art will recognize
that other components and configurations can be used without
parting from the spirit and scope of the disclosure.

FIG. 3 illustrates in more detail the example arrangement
of three clusters 218, 216 and 214. In this figure, block 218
includes a group of compute nodes 312 and other compute
resources 308 organized as a cluster 202. Block 216 includes
compute nodes 304 and resources 310 organized as cluster
204. Block 214 includes compute nodes 306 and resources
312 in cluster 206. Resources include CPUs, memory, net-
work bandwidth, harddrive space, and so forth

One embodiment of the disclosure is a method of creating
a virtual private cluster. The basic method steps are set forth
in FIG. 4 and these will be discussed with further reference to
FIG. 3. The method comprises first aggregating compute
resources 402. This step can comprise two levels, a first level
of aggregating multiple resources of the same type and a
second level of aggregating resources of distinct types.
Aggregating multiple resources of the same type would typi-
cally indicate pulling together compute hosts that are possibly
connected across multiple networks (or clusters) and aggre-
gating those as though they were one giant cluster. FIG. 3
illustrates this step by aggregating some compute nodes from
cluster 202 and some compute nodes from cluster 204. The
aggregation is shown as feature 320. The second type of
aggregating involves resources of various types. For example,
this second type can involve aggregating compute resources
together with network resources, application or license man-
agement resources and storage management resources. This
aggregation of a plurality of types of compute resources is
illustrated as feature 322. Other distinct compute resources
can also be aggregated in addition to those illustrated.

The method next comprises establishing partitions of the
group of compute resources to fairly distribute available com-
pute resources amongst a plurality of organizations 404 and
presenting only partitioned resources accessible by each
organization to users within each organization 406, wherein
the resources presented to each is the virtual private cluster.
FIG. 3 shows that the sales organization “S” is partitioned
with particular nodes and compute resources and the engi-
neering organization “E” is assigned various nodes and com-
pute resources. These span blocks 218 and 216 and span
different clusters. In this manner, aggregating, partitioning
and presenting to a user only his or her soft partitioned
resources enables a more efficient use of the combined group
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of compute resources or clusters and is also transparent to the
user while providing the desired level of control over the
virtual private cluster to the user. Each node has compute
resources such as at least a processor and memory.

There are several aspects to aggregation. FIG. 3 illustrates
an aggregation of a portion of the compute resources within
blocks 214, 216 and 218. Another approach to aggregation
involves aggregating all of the compute resources in the clus-
ters 214, 216 and 218. In this case feature 320 would cover all
of the compute resources and feature 322 would envelop all
the compute resources including the storage manager 212, the
network manager 210 and the license manager 208. The pre-
ferred approach would depend on the requirements for the
resulting virtual private clusters.

Basically, any other type of resource could be controlled
under any type of service middleware in a cluster space. The
aggregation process generates a giant virtual cluster spanning
all resources of all types including processors and memory on
each node. The giant virtual cluster is partitioned into a plu-
rality of smaller sub-clusters. One aspect of the partitioning
process involves partitioning based on organizational needs.
These needs can be dynamic in that they can change over time
and can change in terms of space and resources. They can also
change according to environmental factors such as current
load, quality of service, guarantees and a number of other
factors. For example, a dynamic policy can be rigid or
dynamic in time, or vary the same way in time, such as on
Monday and Wednesday only. The policies can also be
dynamic based on a load, backlog or an analysis of future or
expected workload. There are many different ways in which
policies can be established for creating partitions for virtual
private clusters.

An important aspect of presenting the partition to each
organization relates to organizing the partition so that users
within each individual organization cannot tell that there is
any other consumer any other load or any other resources
outside of their own virtual partition. A masking occurs,
where people, credentials, and jobs can optimally determine
what objects outside the partition are masked. The masking
hides from a user the people, credentials and jobs associated
with other partitions. In other words, they only see inside their
partition. In this regard, users only see their own jobs, their
own historical information, their own resources, their own
credentials, users, groups, classes, etc. This approach gives
users a feeling of complete control, that they are in their own
virtual environment and the policies that affect the site and the
changes of that partition over time do not impact the user in
their decisions. With this model, companies can have a single
IT team manage a single compute resource for all parties and
all that would be needed on a per organization basis is basi-
cally a single account manager or champion manager that
would make certain that what was needed by each organiza-
tion within the company was guaranteed within the scope of
the virtual cluster partitioning policies.

The process of establishing partitions can further comprise
establishing partitions of resources, workloads, policies/ser-
vices and statistics. These are some of the main factors used in
determining the structure of the various partitions for each of
the virtual private clusters that are created out of the large
aggregated cluster or grid. Other factors are also contem-
plated which can be the basis for partitioning decisions, such
as based at least in part on accessibility credentials. Inside
each partition exists a particular quality of service and groups
of services are established within each virtual private cluster.
Services such as the ability to pre-empt jobs, restart jobs and
so forth are services that can be established within each par-
tition.
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A graphical user interface for generating virtual private
clusters is also provided. The virtual private cluster would be
generated by an I'T manager or other user with a computer
interface. The user would ensure that the policies for the
various organizations in the company were configured such
that guarantees were made and that the needs of each indi-
vidual organization were satisfied. Such a graphical interface
with a cluster manager gives the user the policies and ability
to manage the virtual partitioning.

There is no specific hardware layout necessary to accom-
plish virtual private clusters. Any desired model will work.
For example, if one wanted these compute clusters to actually
be distributed geographically, that concept would operate in
the same manner across the distributed network. There can be
some losses introduced and there can be difficulties associ-
ated with the management of the clusters for a single IT term.
However, the concepts are the same. Because of these down-
sides, it is preferable to aggregate the hardware at a single
location and have them virtually partitioned so that they look
like they are independently available to the scattered end
users. The present disclosure works according to either model
but the recommended model would be to geographically
aggregate to take the benefits of scale.

The preferable programming language for the present dis-
closure is ¢ code but there is no requirement for any specific
language. The cluster manager that performs the operations
of'aggregation, partitioning and presenting can run on a server
with a fallback server enabled and communicate with client
modules on the various nodes within each cluster. The cluster
manager performs these operations by communicating with
various services that can aggregate the information from the
cluster and make the information available over the network.
Therefore, the cluster manager does not necessarily have to
have its own client but it uses cluster peer services. Conse-
quently, it does not matter whether the peer services are
aggregated or distributed.

The interfaces allow the cluster manager to communicate
natively with the various nodes in the clusters using the appro-
priate protocols. For example, the cluster manager uses SQL
if it is communicating directly to databases. The cluster man-
ager can communicate with any of the propriety resource
manager interfaces including load leveler PBS, TORQUE,
LSF, SGE and others. In addition, the cluster manager can
also communicate basic flat text such as the department of
energy SSS, XML-based resource management specification.
It can communicate with Ganglia natively. Basically, the clus-
ter manager communicates using every major protocol that is
available in resource management and pulls information from
those nodes or services to perform the steps of the present
disclosure. Those of skill in the art will understand these
various protocols and interfaces. Therefore, no further details
are provided herein.

An important aspect of dynamic partitioning is that the
partitioned virtual private cluster reflected by the system to
each individual user is not a static partition. The partition
boundaries will be based upon resource lines but they can
change over time according to a fixed calendar schedule or
they can change according to load based on needs. For
example, if a particular organization needs additional
resources it can actually vary the partition boundaries by
dynamically modifying them according to the load. This
modification is within the constraints of various policies. In
addition, an administrator can step in and directly adjust
either the calendar or the partition boundaries manually.
Other factors can be incorporated into the policy to make
certain decisions on when, where and how these partition
boundaries are adjusted.
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When it comes to reflecting the cluster to the end user, the
cluster manager partitions not only according to a block of
resources but also according to workload. All current and
historic workload is analyzed and its use is returned on a per
cluster basis. Thus, marketing or sales would only see jobs
submitted by their own department and only have historical
information on that. Each department would only be able to
get start time estimates for jobs within their environment. In
addition, this virtual partitioning also constrains the resources
and the credentials that are displayed if there are a number of
users or groups, or a number of qualities of service that are set
up and configured to enable these users to have special ser-
vices. Only the services or the credentials that are defined
within their partition are reflected and shown out to them and
so only those are the ones that they can reflect from, config-
ure, check statistics on and so forth.

The definition of a cluster is varied within the industry but
commonly it is used to denote a collection of compute
resources under a single administrative domain. In most cases
they are also within a single user space and single data space
although that is not always the case. As used herein, the term
cluster is broadly defined as anything that has a single admin-
istrative domain, a single group of policies and a single group
of prioritizations. With the present disclosure, the creation of
a virtual private cluster enables one to set up any number of
virtual private clusters within a larger single aggregate cluster
where each of them has their own set of distinct prioritiza-
tions, policies, rules, etc. That is the definition most sites
would use as a grid so any place a user has a multi-adminis-
tration domain can be defined in this way.

What one achieves is a grid in a box using the principles of
the present disclosure in that every group is able to set up their
environment the way they want it, run independently and
share workload across clusters and inside this space. It differs
from a standard definition of a grid which typically involves
pulling together geographically distributed resources under
no centralized control. This model differs in that a user has a
centralized place of control but that centralized place of con-
trol is transparent to all the users and the account managers
within the system only see their own private grid. They are not
aware of the fact that the resources available within their grid
are actually being modified and adjusted to meet a larger set
of policy needs.

One of the unique aspects of this disclosure is the way in
which it aggregates. The cluster manager has the ability to
aggregate resources using multiple interfaces so it is actually
able to talk to multiple distinct services. Some of the key
issues that it must handle in aggregating these resources is not
only speaking to multiple APIs (application programming
interfaces) or the various interfaces of any type. The cluster
manager has to be able to speak all those interfaces, retrieve
data related to each of those interfaces and correlate the data.
That is another distinct issue is correlating conflicts in data,
filling in holes of missing data. In addition to aggregating the
data from those multiple sources and correlating the data and
determining a resulting state, the present disclosure also uses
the same interface to distribute its functionality across mul-
tiple services, and it is able to do that allowing a site or an
administrator to actually assign various services and various
pieces of control. The cluster manager can assign an alloca-
tion manager responsibility of reconfiguring a node while it
talks to a queue manager for launching jobs in parallel across
the system. Therefore, the ability of differentiating the
required services that are needed to manage such a cluster
amongst multiple services is valuable.

In one example, filling in holes of missing data can be done
through the use of templates. Templates can provide an effi-
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cient and generalized approach for configuration data for
respective virtual private clusters. A multi-tenant compute
environment will have many different applications that are
going to be run in the environment for different organizations.
There will be many different configurations for the different
applications. Examples of specific configuration data
include, without limitation, one or more of a virtual machine
image, memory, network configuration, security require-
ments, CPU requirements, high availability infrastructure,
database as a service environment, infrastructure as a service
environment, operating systems, software licenses, software
applications and so forth. An environment can be tied directly
to an ‘application’, other environments can be tied to a ‘ser-
vice’ or ‘collection of services’, or will simply be used as a
resource for test development or other services. This disclo-
sure is not limited to environments with a one-to-one launch
of'a specific application but involves handling many use cases
of virtual private clusters.

Thus, rather than having an individual configuration for
each requirement or application for a subscriber of the virtual
private cluster, the compute environment provider can have
templates which can be chosen to determine efficiently a
configuration and provisioning required resources for the
subscriber. The templates can be provided by the service
provider, by the requestor middleware, or by a cloud broker.
The origin of the template can be from any location or entity.
The reason there will be holes in the information can be that
a subscriber or workload does not provide customized data
and/or that the compute resource provider does not receive
such custom information. Each time an application or work-
load is to expand into or use a virtual private cluster, the
configuration does not have to be customized for each appli-
cation, but can be standardized through the use of a template.
The “missing data” would in this case be the data that is not
needed for individual application or workload customization
because the template will fill in those holes of data. If, for
example, there are two partitions to be created and two virtual
private clusters presented from the compute environment, the
system can retrieve a first template and a second template and
use those templates as the basis, at least in part, for creating
the respective virtual private clusters for the different users.

Inexperiments, the inventor set up a Portable Batch System
(PBS), a standard resource manager which pulls in informa-
tion about the state of the nodes and allows a user to also
submit jobs, query the jobs, launch the jobs and manage the
jobs. A shortcoming of that approach is the fact that it does not
provide very accurate or very complete pieces of resource
information. In the experiment, the particular lab setup was
used to introduce the Ganglia service (which is a node moni-
tor that allows an IT manager to see a lot more information
about the node). A multiple resource manager configuration
was set up to pull in basically everything PBS knows about
the jobs and about the compute nodes. The information avail-
able from Ganglia was then overlayed giving a more complete
view including network load information, network traffic, 10,
traffic swap activity and the like. This information is impor-
tant for making good scheduling decisions that are not avail-
able through a standard resource manager. In addition to that,
the system enables one to connect the cluster manager to Red
Carpet or some other provisioning system. Those of skill in
the art will understand the operation of the Red Carpet soft-
ware in this space. This allows one to analyze workload that
is coming in through PBS and view all the load metrics that
are coming in from Ganglia. If it is determined that the load is
such that the cluster is not properly configured to optimally
meet customer needs, the IT manager or the system automati-
cally can communicate with Red Carpet to change the con-
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figuration of this or that node such that it has the operating
system or the applications that are needed by these jobs that
are coming in through PBS. Then as the node(s) reboots, the
information that is available from PBS is no longer valid
because the node is off line. The PBS services are dead but the
cluster manager has alternate sources of information about
the node state. The cluster manager can use that information,
continue to proceed with the understanding that the node is in
fact being re-provisioned and rebuilt. Everything works prop-
erly and stays on track and the cluster manager can schedule
the workload onto this newly installed node as soon as it
becomes available.

There are several benefits to virtual clustering. One benefit
is the aggregation which results in reduced cost in hardware,
staffing, and fewer points of failure. Another benefit lies with
the ability to specify the true partitioning boundaries along
the lines of what users really care about without over speci-
fying which is required by other systems where one again
fragments the resources. With the dynamic partition one is
able to load balance across the clusters while still providing a
view as if they were independent and distinct to end users.

While load balancing is commonly used, the present dis-
closure is distinct in that it provides load balancing with
absolute guarantees (providing the resources do not fail). It
guarantees resource availability to various organizations
allowing them to have high levels of confidence that they can
meet their deadlines and their objectives.

Embodiments within the scope of the present disclosure
can also include non-transitory computer-readable storage
media for carrying or having computer-executable instruc-
tions or data structures stored thereon. Such non-transitory
computer-readable storage media can be any available media
that can be accessed by a general purpose or special purpose
computer. By way of example, and not limitation, such non-
transitory computer-readable media can comprise RAM,
ROM, EEPROM, CD-ROM or other optical disk storage,
magnetic disk storage or other magnetic storage devices, or
any other medium which can be used to carry or store desired
program code means in the form of computer-executable
instructions or data structures. When information is trans-
ferred or provided over a network or another communications
connection (either hardwired, wireless, or combination
thereof) to a computer, the computer properly views the con-
nection as a computer-readable medium. Thus, any such con-
nection is properly termed a computer-readable medium.
Combinations of the above should also be included within the
scope of the computer-readable media.

Computer-executable instructions include, for example,
instructions and data which cause a general purpose com-
puter, special purpose computer, or special purpose process-
ing device to perform a certain function or group of functions.
Computer-executable instructions also include program
modules that are executed by computers in stand-alone or
network environments. Generally, program modules include
routines, programs, objects, components, and data structures,
etc. that perform particular tasks or implement particular
abstract data types. Computer-executable instructions, asso-
ciated data structures, and program modules represent
examples of the program code means for executing steps of
the methods disclosed herein. The particular sequence of such
executable instructions or associated data structures repre-
sents examples of corresponding acts for implementing the
functions described in such steps.

Those of skill in the art will appreciate that other embodi-
ments of the disclosure can be practiced in network comput-
ing environments with many types of computer system con-
figurations, including personal computers, hand-held
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devices, multi-processor systems, microprocessor-based or
programmable consumer electronics, network PCs, mini-
computers, mainframe computers, and the like. Embodi-
ments can also be practiced in distributed computing envi-
ronments where tasks are performed by local and remote
processing devices that are linked (either by hardwired links,
wireless links, or by a combination thereof) through a com-
munications network. In a distributed computing environ-
ment, program modules can be located in both local and
remote memory storage devices.

Although the above description can contain specific
details, they should not be construed as limiting the claims in
any way. Other configurations of the described embodiments
of the invention are part of the scope of this invention.
Accordingly, the appended claims and their legal equivalents
should only define the invention, rather than any specific
examples given.

I claim:

1. A method of managing a compute environment, the
method comprising:

aggregating disparate types of resources in the compute

environment comprising multiple physically separate

compute devices by:

communicating with a first interface of a first resource
and with a second interface of a second resource,
when the first interface and the second interface are of
different types;

retrieving and correlating data from the first interface
and the second interface to yield correlated data;

retrieving first template data and second template data
for establishing partitions; and

determining, based at least in part on the correlated data,
a resulting state for the first resource and the second
resource, wherein the disparate types of resources
comprise at least two of compute resources, network
resources, application management resources, license
management resources, and storage management
resources, to yield aggregated resources;

establishing, based at least in part on the first template data,

a first partition and, based at least in part on the second

template data, a second partition within the aggregated

resources; and

presenting a first virtual private cluster associated with the

first partition which delivers resources according to a
first policy of a first organization; and

presenting a second virtual private cluster associated with

the second partition which delivers resources according
to a second policy of a second organization.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising masking
information not directly associated with one of the first virtual
private cluster and the second virtual private cluster.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein masking information
comprises using workload, credentials, statistics, and
resources associated with one of the first virtual private clus-
ter and the second virtual private cluster to determine what
information is masked.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the information that is
masked comprises people, credentials and jobs associated
with other partitions.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein establishing the first
partition and the second partition within the aggregated
resources enables compute resources to be fairly distributed
amongst different organizations.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the compute resources
comprise a group of independently administered clusters.
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7. The method of claim 1, wherein the first virtual private
cluster is presented transparently to users such that users in
the first organization view the first virtual private cluster with
a desired level of control.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the desired level of
control has at least three tiers comprising a system adminis-
trator, a virtual cluster administrator and an end user.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the system administrator
makes the first virtual private cluster, the virtual cluster
administrator makes policies in the first virtual private cluster,
and the users of the first organization are subject to the poli-
cies.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein establishing the first
partition and the second partition occurs based on organiza-
tional required criteria and a preferred criteria by which the
partitioned resources are bounded.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein establishing the first
partition and the second partition further is guaranteed to
satisfy the organizational required criteria and seeks to maxi-
mize satisfaction of the preferred criteria.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein as organization needs
are dynamic, the step of establishing partitions is dynamically
executed to modify the partitioned resources within one of the
first virtual private cluster and the second virtual private clus-
ter to match changing organization criteria.

13. The method of claim 11, wherein the organization
needs are dynamic in terms of time.

14. The method of claim 11, wherein the organization
needs are dynamic in terms of one of the organizational
required criteria, the preferred criteria and environmental
factors.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the environmental
factors comprise one or more from the following list: current
load, quality of service, and guarantees related to time.

16. The method of claim 1, wherein the users of the first
virtual private cluster only see a user’s own workload, a user’s
own historical information, a user’s own resources, a user’s
own credentials, users, groups and classes.

17. The method of claim 1, wherein establishing the first
partition and the second partition further comprises establish-
ing partitions of one of resources, workloads, policies/ser-
vices and statistics.

18. The method of claim 1, wherein establishing the first
partition and the second partition of the resources further
comprises partitioning the resources based at least in part on
accessibility credentials.

19. A system comprising:

a processor; and

a computer-readable medium storing instructions which,

when executed by the processor, cause the processor to

perform operations comprising:

aggregating disparate types of resources in a compute
environment comprising multiple physically separate
compute devices by:
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communicating with a first interface of a first resource
and with a second interface of a second resource,
when the first interface and the second interface are
of different types;
retrieving and correlating data from the first interface
and the second interface to yield correlated data;
retrieving first template data and second template data
for establishing partitions; and
determining, based at least in part on the correlated data,
a resulting state for the first resource and the second
resource, wherein the disparate types of resources
comprise at least two of compute resources, network
resources, application management resources, license
management resources, and storage management
resources, to yield aggregated resources;
establishing, based at least in part on the first template
data, a first partition and, based at least in part on the
second template data, a second partition within the
aggregated resources; and
presenting a first virtual private cluster associated with
the first partition which delivers resources according
to a first policy of a first organization; and
presenting a second virtual private cluster associated
with the second partition which delivers resources
according to a second policy of a second organization.
20. A virtual private cluster, the virtual private cluster gen-
erated by operations comprising:
aggregating disparate types of resources in a compute envi-
ronment comprising multiple physically separate com-
pute devices by:
communicating with a first interface of a first resource
and with a second interface of a second resource,
when the first interface and the second interface are of
different types;
retrieving and correlating data from the first interface
and the second interface to yield correlated data;
retrieving first template data and second template data
for establishing partitions; and
determining, based at least in part on the correlated data,
a resulting state for the first resource and the second
resource, wherein the disparate types of resources
comprise at least two of compute resources, network
resources, application management resources, license
management resources, and storage management
resources, to yield aggregated resources;
establishing, based at least in part on the first template data,
a first partition and, based at least in part on the second
template data, a second partition within the aggregated
resources; and
presenting a first virtual private cluster associated with the
first partition which delivers resources according to a
first policy of a first organization; and
presenting a second virtual private cluster associated with
the second partition which delivers resources according
to a second policy of a second organization.
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